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abdominal section and is alive to this day. This has been
classed as one of the "exploratory incisions," although it
might with perfect justice be described as an incomplete
operation. In four cases I removed diseased ovaries and
their appendages without a death. I also performed four
ventro-fixations of the uterus without a death, and with no
rise of temperature or other symptom to cause anxiety.
Two other cases of abdominal section, coming under
none of these heads, made capital recoveries. If such
results as these could be obtained, where was the
necessity to stop operating or to ask for the closure of the
hospital? By referring to Questions 523, 548, 553, and 554 in
the evidence taken by the Commission it will be seen that it
was admitted that there was no fault to find with my
cases." The Commission, when making their inquiries, did
not limit themselves merely to the death-rate of each indi-
vidual of the late staff, but took special note as to whether
septic temperatures did or did not prevail amongst
the cases recovering. Moreover, they most carefully
investigated the reasons which might be adduced for
the various operations performed. In these reports
they spoke in very plain terms as to the exploratory
operations and as to the deaths following curetting. It is
to be regretted that so strong a Commission stopped short at
apportioning the responsibility. From a question asked by
llr. Stuart in the House of Commons it appears that there is a
misapprehension abroad as to the number of the members of
the late staff who have been reappointed. Owing to the
reduction in the number of beds the new staff consists of six
gentlemen only. The late staff numbered ten, and of these
fnnr have bfmi re-elected&mdash;T urn Sirs vnnrc faithfullv_
W. H. FENTON, M.D., M.A.
George-street, Hanover-square, Sept. 1st, 1894. 
&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash;&mdash; 
To the Editors of THE LANCET. 
Sirs,-It is with surprise and regret that I see a paragraph
in the lay papers of this morning, announcing my appoint-
ment as senior physician to the Chelsea Hospital for Women..
I wish to state that it appears entirely without my know-
ledge or consent. Obviously all (or none) of the appoint-
ments should have been inserted. By finding space for this 
disclaimer in THE LANCET of this week you will greatly oblige 
me. T a,m. Sira. vours faithfully.
Harley-street, Sept. 4th, 1894. WILLIAM DUNCAN.
2c the Editors cf THE LANCET.
SIRs,-As a representative organ of the medical profession,
and in sympathy with those late members of the medical
staff of this hospital who, not having been re-elected, have
had a slur cast upon them (the result of the action of Dr.
Parkes), it is quite natural for you to ask why the lay
managers of the hospital should not have resigned at the
same time as the medical staff. I am requested, therefore,
to inform you that the Board of Management do retire
annually, being " elected year by year at the general meeting
of governors," while the medical staff, under the existing
laws, are appointed permanently, and that at the annual
meeting of governors held a short time since the board was
unanimously re-electecl. Furthermore, a special meeting of
governors was called by the board, and held on March 19th,
"to consider the report made to the Chelsea Vestry by the
medical officer of health on Feb. 6th, and to decide what
action should be taken thereon"; and that it was by this
action of the governors and the board that an independent
committee of inquiry was constituted to investigate the
charges made by Dr. Parkes.
At the earliest possible date after the receipt of this report
a further special meeting of governors was convened " to
receive the report of the Committee of Inquiry constituted
at the special meeting of governors held on March 19th
last," and upon this occasion it was resolved and carried :
"That this meeting of governors of the Chelsea Hospital
for Women hereby endorse the proposed action of the I,
Board of Management in reference to the Committee of
Inquiry " ; and the Board was requested to proceed with the
reconstitution of the medical staff without delay. Thus you
will see that the board has thrice separately submitted itself
and its doings to the governors of the hospital during the
crisis-they, after all, are better able to judge of the true tacts
and circumstances than daily newspaper reporters. In this
connexion I would remind you that when Mr. Stewart, M.P.,
who is responsible for the Star newspaper, asked a question
in the House of Commons he was told, on behalf of the Home
Secretary, that the newspaper reports were not accurate-
The governors and subscribers had "accurate" knowledge
and have dealt with the Board of Management in the way
above explained.-I am. Sirs. vour obedient servant.
Sept. 3rd, 1894. A. C. DAVIS, Secretary.
"THE CAVENDISH LECTURE."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRs,-I have no doubt that thousands of general practi-
tioners like myself will have read with infinite pleasure and
no little benefit the admirable Cavendish lecture by Sir W.
Broadbent, reported in THE LANCET of Aug. 25th. There is
one statement in it, however, which, with all deference, I
submit calls for some elucidation. I refer to the statement
on page 424, second column, that the bacillus is present
also in the blood." Further on Su- W. Broadbent repeats and
emphasises this statement. Up to the present moment I had
been under the impression that in very few of the infectious
diseases of bacillary origin had this organism been demon-
strated in the blood. In typhoid specimens which I examined
some ten years ago (and which I have again examined to-
night) the bacilli abound in the thickened margins of the
ulcer, but none are to be found in the surrounding tissues,
nor can I find any in the enlarged and in named mesenteric
glands. These specimens were obtained by Mr. Walter
Fowler at the London Fever Hospital and were stained by
Gram’s method. I had not the opportunity of examining
the blood, but the fact that the bacilli could not be seen in
the mesenteric glands scarcely favours the presumption that
they would have been found in the blood had it been ex-
amined. Any statement by Sir W. Broadbent carries so much
weight that I should not have ventured to ask for further
information on this point had I not read on page 429 (second
column) of the same issue another statement by Professor
Kitasato, one of the greatest of living bacteriologists. There,
in a preliminary notice on the bacillus of bubonic plague, he
says " It is a well-known fact that so far, amongst infectious
diseases produced by bacilli, only two micro-organisms have
been found in the blood-viz., the bacillus of anthrax and
the spiroch&aelig;ta of relapsing fever (we do not include the
plasmodia of malaria)." To these two may now be added
the bacillus of bubonic plague discovered by Professor
Kitasato.
In 1884 I was able to demonstrate the presence of the
bacillus anthracis in the blood to the late Mr. John Spear.
who was investigating the disease amongst the tanners of
Bermondsey for the Local Government Board. The blood was.
taken from the tissues surrounding a malignant pustule, im-
mediately after it had been excised by Mr. Davies Colley. I
have never been able to find the bacilli of any other infectious
disease in the blood, and of late have had but little time to-
devote to the search. I think, Sirs, that in view of the diver-
gence of opinion between Sir W. Broadbent and Professor
Kitasato upon a point of considerable interest and importance
you will admit it is desirable that some further information
should be given, and I feel sure that no one will be more
ready to give it than the distinguished author of the singularly
lucid and instructive Cavendish lecture.
Tam. Sirs. vours faithfnllv.
Stanmore, Aug. 26th, 1894. B. CAMPBELL GOWAN.
A WARNING TO RESIDENT MEDICAL
OFFICERS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRs.-A man is now going the round of the London
hospitals, obtaining admission by so manipulating the
thermometer that it registers 105&deg; or higher in the axilla.
At one hospital he was admitted with the history that he
had fallen m the street, and with slight bleeding from the
ear and from the back of the throat ; at another he attempted
to commit suicide; at a third he became violent and was
sent to an asylum, but was released in a few days as not
being insane. He is a German, fair-haired, aged about forty,
and he has the scar of a recent trephining over the right side
of the head. I believe that he raises the index of the thermo-
meter either by friction between his muscles, or by simply
giving the thermometer a rapid swing in the wrong direction,
before he puts it under his arm. By the latter method he
